This assignment is the first step in writing your research paper. For your initial post, you will complete the following three steps:
 
1: Choose a topic from the list.
2: Write a working thesis statement.
3: Create a list of pros and cons.
 
Since this is a discussion, you will also be required to reply to at least two of your classmates after submitting your initial post. As usual, the due date on Canvas is for the initial post, and replies are due two days later.
 
Please read all instructions carefully before submitting your assignment!
 
[bookmark: _f3wh6lbsfdn6]Instructions:
 
[bookmark: _6yg8mdrmn91x]Step one: Choose a topic.
 
Please choose one of the following questions to answer in your research paper. Remember that you will be reading and writing about this topic for the rest of the semester, so choose the one that you find most interesting and would most like to learn about!
 
a. Online classes: Can online classes be as effective as face-to-face classes?
b. Homeschooling: Is homeschooling a beneficial alternative to public school, and if so, how much does it need to be regulated?
c. Bilingual education: Should more public schools in the United States adopt a bilingual education model?
d. Standardized tests: Are standardized tests an effective way to measure student achievement and school success?
e. Free college education: Should the United States make college education free for all students?
 
[bookmark: _q509gm8wesct]Step Two: Write a working thesis statement.
 
Once you have chosen your topic, the next step is to write a working thesis statement. A thesis statement is a sentence that will appear in the introduction of your paper and give the main idea of your paper. What you are turning in now is called a "working thesis statement" because you will probably make changes to it after you do more research on your topic.
 
For example, if you were to write the thesis statement "All disposable plastic should be banned," you might later discover from your research that some disabled people need plastic straws in order to drink anything, and you might decide to revise your thesis statement to say that some disposable plastic products should be allowed. You might even completely change your mind about your thesis statement; for example, if you wrote the statement "It is not cruel to keep animals in zoos because they are safe from predators and starvation," you might discover from your research that animals in captivity are often kept in bad conditions and show signs of being unhappy, and this might persuade you to completely change your mind. If this happens, it is a good thing! One of the main purposes of writing a research paper is to give students an opportunity to learn from their research, and as you learn, your perspective may change.
 
Keep the following in mind as you write your working thesis statement
 
· Make sure that your statement is clear and gives your opinion on the issue. For example, do not write "There are many pros and cons of keeping animals in zoos." Instead, write something like "Keeping animals in zoos is harmful and should be stopped," or "Zoos provide good homes for the animals in their care, and there is no reason not to enjoy them."
· Even though you are stating your opinion, do not use the words "I," "me," or "my." For example, do not write "In my opinion, we should not keep animals in zoos." The words "in my opinion" or "I think" are not necessary.
· It is a good idea to mention one or more of the most important reasons for your opinion. For example, instead of simply writing "Animals should not be kept in zoos," it would be better to write "Although people commonly assume that zoos are a fun and harmless form of entertainment, the truth is that keeping animals in captivity is cruel and has a number of harmful effects on their health and happiness; therefore, keeping animals in zoos should not be allowed." Try using words like "because," "as a result of," "due to," "in order to," or "so that" to give the reasons.
· You do not need to give exactly three reasons in your thesis statement.
· Your working thesis statement should be only one sentence. Do not submit an entire paragraph here.
· You may want to reread the sections of your textbooks that talk about writing thesis statements, and/or attend a workshop on thesis sentences at the Learning Center.
· Make sure that you proofread your thesis statement carefully for errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Remember that grammar will be part of your grade on your research paper.
· Make sure that you use formal, neutral words, and do not use slang or emotional words like "stupid" or "amazing."
· Very important: Make sure that the entire thesis statement is in your own words! Do not, under any circumstances, copy (plagiarize) any part of the sentence from someone else's writing. Remember that plagiarism on any assignment will result in a zero for the assignment and will be reported to the dean of students.
 
[bookmark: _d9a18lu6b3qh]Step Three: Write lists of pros and cons.
 
Once you have a working thesis statement, you will begin brainstorming ideas by creating a list of pros and cons. Pros are reasons to agree with your working thesis statement, and cons are reasons to disagree with it. For example, if your thesis statement says "All disposable plastic should be banned," one of your pros might be "Banning disposable plastic would mean there would be less plastic waste in the ocean,"; one of your cons could be "Prices of groceries will go up if plastic packaging cannot be use." You should have at least three pros and at least three cons in your list.
 
It is important to think of both pros and cons because you should understand both/all sides of an issue in order to have a well-informed opinion and be able to argue convincingly. Try to think of the best, most important reasons that people might give on each side.
 
You might want to begin reading about your topic now in order to get some ideas for your pros and cons lists. Try reading a couple of articles to see what other people have said about it. You might even find something that you can use as a source for your paper!

